
The image of Moses looking out over Joshua’s battle doesn’t fade easily from the mind. 

In order to win the battle, Moses stretches his arms out in prayer, and to help him as he grows 

weary, Aaron and Hur prop up his aching shoulders for hours on end. And in our Gospel story, 

the widow wears the judge out by her persistence until he gives in. Both … are examples of 

persistence in prayer. 

We live in the internet age of google searches and instant results. Certainly, with the 

advent of social media, some wonderful results have been produced to mobilize people for a just 

cause and to help raise funds for people in need. But persistence takes patience to stay the 

course, and rarely will there be lasting results from a prayer that lasts no longer than a google 

search with an instant result.  

This past January, an estimated 150,000 persistent pray-ers attended the 49th Annual 

March for Life in Washington, DC. The nation’s largest annual pro-life event is held on or 

around the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court ruling that helped to legalize 

abortion nationwide. i And there were some visible results from that prolonged and persistent 

prayer. 

5 months later, the U.S. Supreme Court on June 24 issued a 6-3 ruling overturning the 

seminal decisions of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, with the immediate effect 

of returning the question of abortion policy to the states.ii However, the story of Moses reminds 

us that now is not the time to let our guard down. In the battle with Amalek, “As long as Moses 

kept his hands raised up, Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his hands rest, Amalek 

had the better of the fight” (Ex 17:11).  

We live in what some might describe as a post Christian culture, or at least one that is 

very much under attack. Objective truth is tossed out in favor of subjective truth, what we used 

to call lies. Religious freedom is under attack. All the more need to be persistent in prayer. 

“Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed, because you know from whom you 

learned it, and that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are capable of 

giving you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 3:14-15). 

The battle is not won until all live in peace and harmony. The battle is not won as long as 

one side demonizes the other. The battle is not won as violence continues to rule. There have 

been “nearly 100 abortion-motivated attacks against churches, pregnancy centers, and other 

entities in the United States since the May 2 leak of a draft opinion showing that the U.S. 

Supreme Court was about to overturn Roe v. Wade and return the question of abortion 

legalization to the states.”  

This past Wednesday, more than 3 dozen lawmakers from both the House and Senate 

questioned the neutrality of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. They asked why “the bureau 

appears to be targeting pro-life people disproportionately under the Freedom of Access to Clinic 

Entrances (FACE) Act — which is designed to protect pro-life clinics as well as abortion 

clinics.” Perhaps you have wondered yourself about “the recent spate of arrests and indictments 

of nonviolent pro-life people, contrasting those investigations with the relative silence from the 

FBI on the many documented arson and vandalism attacks against pro-life entities this year.”iii  

Persistence in prayer means the Right to Life Marches must continue in order to advocate 

for the basic human right to life. Advocates for abortion counter with reproductive rights. But 

how can one advocate for a subjective right while denying an inalienable right. The life that ends 

in abortion loses all reproductive rights. The life that is given a chance has the freedom to choose 

good over evil, right over wrong, life over death. The life that is cherished and accepted has 



decades to love and honor God, to sacrifice, to suffer, and to bring new life into existence with 

the help and cooperation of God. 

Persistence in prayer means continuing to peacefully protest injustice in order to change 

the hearts and minds of those who do not understand. As Saint Paul reminds us, “Proclaim the 

word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage 

through all patience and teaching” (2 Tim 4). 
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